
Date:  November 3, 2010 
 
To:  Chair and Members of the Metro Vision Issues Committee 
 
From:  Brad Calvert, Senior Planner, Customer Resource and Support 
  
Through: Simon Montagu, Director of Customer Resource and Support 
 
Subject: Livable Communities Subcommittee Proposed Refinements to Draft 

Metro Vision Policies on Urban Centers and Community Design  
 
REQUESTED ACTION 
Motion to recommend to the Board of Directors further refinements to draft Metro Vision 
policies on Urban Centers and Community Design. 
 
SUMMARY EXPLANATION 
• In May 2010 MVIC recommended revisions to the Urban Centers element of Metro 

Vision, related to the draft sustainability goal of accommodating 50 percent of new 
housing and 75 percent of new employment in Urban Centers. 

• In July 2010 MVIC recommended expanding the existing Senior-Friendly element of 
Metro Vision to more broadly address Community Design issues. 

• The Livable Communities Subcommittee (LCS), a subcommittee of the Advisory 
Committee on Aging, has reviewed and is supportive of these recommendations.  LCS 
proposes additional minor refinements to reinforce the efforts of DRCOG to integrate 
the needs of older adults into regional policies: 
 
A. Urban Centers Vision 

 
MVIC Recommended Vision: Our region will become an international model for 
healthy, livable communities by developing vibrant urban centers connected by a 
robust multi-modal network throughout the metro area.  While each urban center will 
be unique, all urban centers will: 

• be active, pedestrian-, bicycle-, and transit-friendly places that are more 
dense and mixed in use than surrounding areas;  

• allow people of all ages and incomes to access a range of housing, 
employment, and service opportunities without sole reliance on having to 
drive; 

• promote regional sustainability by reducing per capita vehicle miles traveled, 
air pollution, greenhouse gas emissions and water consumption; and 

• respect and support existing neighborhoods. 
 

LCS Proposed Refinement: Modify the second bullet as follows. 
• allow people of all ages, incomes and abilities to access a range of housing, 

employment, and service opportunities without sole reliance on having to 
drive; 
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Comments: LCS proposes using the term ‘all ages, incomes and abilities’ in the Urban 
Centers element to be consistent with similar language that MVIC recommended for 
the Community Design element. 
 
B. Urban Centers Policies 

 
MVIC Recommended Policies:  
1. Regional advocacy and investment.  DRCOG will take a proactive role in 

identifying opportunities, providing resources and directing investment toward 
programs and infrastructure improvements that help local governments and the 
private sector develop successful urban centers. 
 

2. Minimization of harmful competition.  The region will advocate for changes to tax 
structure to minimize detrimental competition among local governments for 
revenues and support collaborative progress toward the urban center vision. 

 
3. Location. Metro Vision encourages the development of urban centers at infill and 

redevelopment sites within the UGB/A throughout the metro area, while 
recognizing the unique significance of the Denver central business district. Metro 
Vision prioritizes urban centers around existing or proposed light rail stations or 
with high frequency bus service. 

 
4. Multi-modal connectivity. Urban centers will have high levels of internal 

connectivity and will be well-connected to the region at large. 
 
5. Housing options. Urban centers will support housing suitable for a wide range of 

incomes and the full spectrum of life stages, providing better links to jobs, 
services and amenities and reducing the combined cost of housing and 
transportation. 

 
6. Transportation options. Modes such as walking, bicycling and transit will be 

equally competitive with driving within urban centers. 
 
7. Design. Innovative planning, zoning and urban design strategies will promote 

higher-density, mixed-use development and pedestrian activity within urban 
centers. Parking management strategies, such as parking maximums and 
pricing strategies where appropriate, will minimize the potential negative effects 
of parking on urban center development and multi-modal access. 

 
LCS Proposed Refinements:  Modify Policies 5 and 7 as follows. 
 
5. Housing options. Urban centers will support housing suitable for a wide range of 

incomes, life stages and physical abilities, providing better links to jobs, services, 
and other opportunities and reducing the combined cost of housing and 
transportation. 
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7. Design: Innovative planning, zoning and urban design strategies will promote 

higher-density, mixed-use development, pedestrian activity and accessible 
public space within urban centers. Parking management strategies, such as 
parking maximums and pricing strategies where appropriate, will minimize the 
potential negative effects of parking on urban center development and multi-
modal access.  

 
Comments: Additions highlight the important of access for all people and 
opportunities beyond employment and services (e.g. volunteer, education, etc.). 

 
C. Community Design Vision 

 
MVIC Recommended Vision: Communities will accommodate the transportation, 
housing, social, economic, environmental, health, recreational and service needs of 
a growing and aging population through sustainable development patterns and 
community design.  The successful integration of multimodal transportation and 
land use will create healthy communities that provide for people of all ages, 
incomes and abilities.  Communities will pay particular attention to the needs of 
seniors, which represent the fastest growing segment of the population. 
 
LCS Proposed Refinement: Replace the word “seniors” with “older adults.” 
 
Comments: ‘Older adults’ is the preferred term to refer to persons 60 years old and 
older. 

 
D. Community Design Policies 

 
MVIC Recommended Policies: 
• Education and Support.  DRCOG will provide education and support for local 

efforts to implement community design policies, such as those listed below, that 
help integrate land use and transportation, and that meet the needs of people of 
all ages, incomes and abilities. 
 

2. Housing Options, Location and Affordability. Allow and encourage a diversity of 
housing types and a mix of housing densities that accommodate residents 
throughout the various stages of their lives and allow them to age in community. 
Locate housing so as to maximize access to employment, services, shopping, 
volunteer and educational opportunities, entertainment and cultural venues.  
Increase access to and availability of affordable rental and for-sale units that 
meet our region’s present and future housing demands.  
 

3. Density.  Promote development densities that make walking, bicycling or taking 
transit viable options, thereby reducing reliance on the automobile and 
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enhancing the independence of people who prefer not to drive or are unable to 
because of age, income or ability. 
 

4. Distance-to-transit.   Promote higher density development, including affordable 
and senior-friendly housing, within a half-mile walking distance of transit to allow 
for transit use and increase the mobility of transit-dependent populations. 
 

5. Diversity.  Promote mixed-use development that locates compatible uses close 
together, such as senior housing near social service providers, medical offices 
and shopping opportunities. 

 
6. Development patterns.  Promote human-scaled development (as opposed to 

auto-oriented) patterns that are easy to navigate and enhance multi-modal 
connectivity (e.g., grid-based street patterns).  Create pedestrian and bicycle 
friendly environments by providing sidewalks, narrowed street crossings (distance 
across street), manageable curb cuts, adequate crosswalk signal timing, medians 
as midway stopping points, traffic calming measures, bicycle and pedestrian 
access to transit facilities, and improved bike paths and trail systems. Establish 
“level-of-service” standards for pedestrian and bicycle facilities. 
 

7. Universal Design. Enable the widest spectrum of people, regardless of age, 
income or ability, to more easily participate in community life by increasing the 
proportion of areas usable by people of diverse abilities and avoiding the need 
for subsequent modifications. Design public spaces to ensure safety and 
comfort, support wayfinding, and facilitate social networking, physical activity, 
and time spent outdoors. 
 

LCS Proposed Refinements:  Modify policies 2, 4, 5, 6 and 7 as follows 
 
2. Housing Options, Location and Affordability. Allow and encourage a diversity of 

housing types and a mix of housing densities that can accommodate residents 
throughout the various stages of their lives, including Accessory Dwelling Units 
(ADUs). Locate housing so as to maximize access to employment, services, 
shopping, volunteer and educational opportunities, entertainment and cultural 
venues.  Increase access to and availability of affordable rental and for-sale 
units that meet our region’s present and future housing demands.  

 
4. Distance-to-transit.   Allow for transit use and increase the mobility of transit-

dependent populations by promoting higher density development, including 
housing that is suitable for people of all ages, incomes and abilities, within a 
half-mile walking distance of transit. 

 
5. Diversity.  Promote mixed-use development that locates compatible uses close 

together, such as housing for older adults near social service providers, medical 
offices and shopping opportunities. 
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6. Development patterns.  Promote human-scaled (as opposed to auto-oriented) 

development patterns that are easy to navigate, enhance multi-modal 
connectivity and maximize the ability of all people to access opportunities.  
Create pedestrian and bicycle friendly environments by providing sidewalks, 
narrowed street crossings (distance across street), manageable curb cuts, 
adequate crosswalk signal timing, medians as midway stopping points, traffic 
calming measures, bicycle and pedestrian access to transit facilities, and 
improved bike paths and trail systems. Establish “level-of-service” standards for 
pedestrian and bicycle facilities. 
 

7. Universal Design. Create built environments that enable the widest spectrum of 
people, regardless of age, income or ability, to more easily participate in 
community life. Design civic buildings and spaces that are accessible to all 
people, ensure safety and comfort, support wayfinding, facilitate social 
interaction and can be easily adapted to meet changing needs.  Increase the 
supply of housing that allows older adults and persons with disabilities to easily 
live in and visit homes.  
 
NOTE: LCS also proposes listing the Universal Design policy second, after 
Education and Support, to emphasize the importance of this concept. 
 

 
Comments: Proposed refinements clarify the concept of universal design, highlight 
the importance of access for all people as it relates to several of the policies, and 
replace the word “senior” with “older adult.” 

 
• Staff support the refinements proposed by the LCS. By adopting this motion, MVIC will 

recommend to the full Board the further refinement of the proposed Urban Center and 
Community Design elements of the Metro Vision plan. 

 
ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 
For additional information on the Livable Communities Subcommittee or DRCOG’s 
ongoing efforts to assist member governments in creating communities that can support 
successful aging please contact Brad Calvert at 303-480-6839 or bcalvert@drcog.org. 




