
Date: March 3, 2010 
 
To: Chair and Members of the Metro Vision Issues Committee 
 
From: Steve Cook, Manager, MPO Planning Program 
 
Subject:    Incorporating Sustainability Goals and Concepts into the Metro Vision, 

Regional Transportation Plan, and Transportation Improvement Program 
Updates in 2010 

 
REQUESTED ACTION 
Recommendations to staff for incorporation of specific sustainability goals and concepts into 
plans and programs. 
 
SUMMARY EXPLANATION 
• At the Board’s 2009 annual retreat, attendees expressed a desire to incorporate 

sustainability into the next major update of Metro Vision 2035, scheduled for adoption in 
January 2011. 

• The Board undertook a number of activities through 2009 and 2010 as part of this effort: 
1. Obtained board stakeholder input through two workshops or “Sustainability 

Cafés” on July 29 and August 10, 2009. 
2. Refined a list of 30 sustainability concepts coming out of the Cafés down to 

a short list of 17 (Oct 21, 2009 Board meeting) 
3. Identified six possible goals that address key items on the list of 17 

sustainability concepts (Nov 18, 2009 Board meeting) 
4. Accepted a work plan and committee format for continued exploration of 

incorporating sustainability in the update of Metro Vision 2035 and related 
plans (Feb 17, 2010 Board meeting) 

• Several attachments within this memo provide background information and details related 
to the “work plan” and schedule of activities for the MVIC. 

o Table 1 (Proposed Work Plan) displays the sustainability concepts and goals that 
will be addressed over the next six months (boxes marked “yes”).  The remaining 
concepts will be incorporated by staff into the draft text of updates to the Metro 
Vision 2035 Plan and 2035 MVRTP later in the year. 

o Figure 1 (Preliminary Schedule) displays a schedule of the specific “Action Topics” 
that the MVIC will address between now and August.  Topics related to the 
preparation of the TIP Policy Document are the top priority as this document needs 
to be completed by the end of June.  

o Though action topics will be addressed sequentially, topics previously acted upon 
may need to be revisited.   

o Though TIP Policy recommendations will be addressed first (primarily funding and 
financial issues), the relation to upcoming actions affecting the Metro Vision Plan 
and RTP should be considered (e.g. legislative type actions supporting 
sustainability and broad policy issues).    

o Figure 2 shows the relationship and flow of the sustainability goals.  
• The Metro Vision Plan is the base long-range strategic plan for the region upon which the 

MVRTP is based.   The TIP then implements the MVRTP through the specific allocation of 
transportation funds to projects over a four-year period.   

http://www.drcog.org/documents/Table%201%20Proposed%20Work%20Plan.pdf�
http://www.drcog.org/documents/Figure%201%20Preliminary%20Schedule.pdf�
http://www.drcog.org/documents/Figure%202%20Relationship%20and%20Flow%20of%20Sustainability%20Goals.pdf�
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• The TIP Policy Document (officially titled the “Policy on Transportation Improvement 

Program Preparation”) is adopted prior to the preparation of each TIP.  It reflects Board 
direction and can also serve to guide near-term Board decisions regarding funding, 
policies, and legislative support.   

o The current 2008-2013 TIP allocates funds for the first four fiscal years (FY 2008-
2011).  The new 2012-2017 TIP will allocate funds for the FY 2012-FY2015 period.  

o For many years the TIP has included a number of projects, programs, pools, and 
strategies that address activities that reduce VMT, pollutants, and greenhouse 
gases—items the Board has identified as key activities for achieving a sustainable 
region.   The chart in Figure 3 displays the overall shares of DRCOG administered 
funds allocated to certain types of projects. The federal funds that DRCOG selects 
projects for are: 
 Surface Transportation Program (STP)-Metro 
 STP-Enhancement  
 Congestion Mitigation Air Quality (CMAQ) 

o The TIP Policy Document contains several key components that must be 
addressed prior to adoption by July: 
 Funding allocations to specific programs and pools - MVIC 
 Eligibility criteria (sponsors, project types, etc.) - MVIC 
 Scoring criteria categories – MVIC & TIP Policy Work Group 
 Scoring criteria points/methodologies – TIP Policy Work Group and technical 

work groups  
 
Action Topic #1   
• TIP Policy recommendations related to sustainability Goal/Concept A to increase the rate 

of construction of transit, pedestrian, and bicycle facilities.  
o No specific goal measurement has been established at this time. 
o It should be noted that this goal applies to all types of implementing entities and 

funding sources, not just DRCOG TIP funds.    
o This topic is closely related to the following Action Topic #2 (provision vs. 

promotion of alternative mode facilities and services). 
o Background on current TIP allocations (transit, pedestrian, bicycle) to project types 

are shown in Figure 3.   
o Over 40 miles of rapid transit rail lines were opened between 1995 and 2006 when 

the Southeast Line opened.  FasTracks is the most critical and influential 
component related to this goal, as well as the mode share goal.  FasTracks would 
provide an additional 120 miles of rail lines, as well as contribute to the 
construction of bus rapid transit/HOT lanes in the US-36 corridor.  The key 
question is, when will it be completed? 

o The Denver region currently contains nearly 1,200 miles of multi use trails/”bike 
paths” and over 600 miles of on-street signed bicycle routes or marked bike lanes.   
These have been funded or implemented over the years by a variety of sources 
and agencies (local governments, DRCOG, CDOT, park and recreation districts, 
GOCO, etc.) 

o How should this goal be addressed in the TIP Policy document ? 
 Define the share or amount of funding targeted to transit, pedestrian, and 

bicycle facilities? 

http://www.drcog.org/documents/Figure%203%202008-2013%20TIP%20Allocation.pdf�
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• Relatively the same, increase, or decrease? 
 Modify or establish applicable eligibility requirements or incentive concepts 

for all project applications?  (e.g., should “complete streets” be a required 
component of eligibility for roadway projects, or should it be incentivized with 
criteria points as is currently done).  

 
Action Topic #2   
• TIP Policy recommendations related to sustainability Goal/Concept B to reduce the 

percent of trips by single occupant vehicle (SOV).   This can also be paraphrased as 
the “mode share” goal.    

o This topic is closely related to the previous Action Topic #1. 
o Actual goal measure/surrogate is based on US Census data: to reduce the percent 

of trips to work by SOV from 76% in 2005 to 65% in 2035 
o Current TIP allocations directly for TDM services: 

  RideArrangers regional-based programs, services and local outreach: 
$1,800,000/year. 

 TDM Program Pool for specialized projects and local TDM services: 
$750,000/year. 

o A DRCOG and CDOT sponsored study was recently completed: Transportation 
Demand Management Project Evaluation and Funding Methods in the Denver 
Region.   This study provided several suggestions and recommendations that could 
be considered for the TIP Policy Document.  They fall into the general categories 
of: 
 Increase funding for TDM. 
 Adjust the historic split of TDM funds between regional-based and locally-

based services. 
 Allowing TDM service projects to compete for funds directly in the TIP, 

rather than solely through the TDM Program Pool. 
o How should this goal be addressed in the TIP Policy Document ? 

 Define the total share or amount of funds targeted to TDM? 
• Relatively the same, increase, or decrease? 

 Allow TDM service projects to be eligible to directly compete for TIP 
allocations, or keep as direct allocation + pool? 

 Define the share or amount of TDM funding to regional service or localized 
services? 

 Define eligibility or emphasis policies, such as for monetary incentives, land 
use and development actions, parking management, and deep-discounting 
for transit? 
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Action Topic #3   
• Kick-off discussion of sustainability Goal/Concept C to locate 50% of new housing and 

75% of new employment in designated urban centers.   Final recommendations will be 
made at the April MVIC meeting. 

o Two examples of how other MPOs have used TIP funding to support urban centers 
and promote coordinated land use and transportation planning include: 
 The Atlanta Regional Council’s Livable Centers Initiative - 

http://www.atlantaregional.com/land-use/livable-centers-initiative 
 The Metropolitan Transportation Commission’s Transportation for Livable 

Communities Program - http://www.mtc.ca.gov/library/TLC/index.htm  
 
BACKUP INFORMATION 
Attachments:  1. Table 1 – Proposed Work Plan 
 2. Figure 1 – Preliminary Schedule of MVIC Sustainability Actions 
 3. Figure 2 – Relationship and Flow of Sustainability Goals 
 4. Figure 3 – 2008-2013 TIP Allocation by Category 
 
Links:   TIP Policy document 
 TDM Project Evaluation and Funding Methods in the Denver Region  
 
Further information: 

DRCOG’s Regional Sustainability Web Page: 
http://drcog.org/index.cfm?page=RegionalSustainability 
 

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 
Should you have any questions, please contact Steve Cook at scook@drcog.org or 
303-480-6749. 
 
 

http://www.atlantaregional.com/land-use/livable-centers-initiative�
http://www.mtc.ca.gov/library/TLC/index.htm�
http://www.drcog.org/documents/2008-2013%20TIP%20Policy%20FINAL%20Amended%2012-19-07.pdf�
http://www.drcog.org/documents/_CODOT_TDM_COMPLETE%20-%20FINAL%202%2011%2010.pdf�
http://drcog.org/index.cfm?page=RegionalSustainability�
mailto:scook@drcog.org�


Proposed Work Plan

Draft of Feb 17, 2010

Table 1

A. Metro Vision
B. Regional 

Transportation 
Plan

C. TIP Preparation 
Policy

Provide a variety of transportation options such as transit, 
sidewalks, bicycle paths and roads

DRAFT: Increase the rate of construction of alternative transportation 
facilities No No Yes

Promote use of alternative transportation modes DRAFT: Reduce the percent of trips to work by single-occupant vehicle to 
65% by 2035

Yes, (Consider adding small 
unique alt. mode section within 

MV Transportation System 
Section)

Yes Yes

Promote vibrant urban centers DRAFT: Locate 50% of new housing and 75% of new employment within 
urban centers Yes (Urban Centers Element) Reflect MV changes 

as applicable Yes

Protect air and water quality CURRENTLY ADOPTED:Protect human health and environmental quality by 
achieving and maintaining ambient air quality standards; Restore and 
maintain the chemical and physical integrity of the region's waters to ensure 
clean water for residents and a balanced, healthy, ecological community

No No No

Provide accessible open space CURRENTLY ADOPTED: A minimum of 880 total square miles of parks and 
open space should be protected by 2035 No No No

Limit the expansion of the urbanized area through 
increased region wide density, infill and redevelopment

CURRENTLY ADOPTED: Achieve a 10% increase in overall regional density 
between 2000 and 2035 No No No

Integrate land use and transportation planning Yes (Expand Senior Friendly 
Development into broader 

section on urban form/design)
No No

Promote regional collaboration No No No
Develop a regional plan with goals that every community 
can make their own No No No

Educate elected officials, local government staff, and 
citizens on sustainability issues No No No

Seek integrated solutions that create multiple economic, 
environmental and social benefits No No No

Promote efficient use of natural resources DRAFT: Eliminate state’s forecasted gap between supply and demand by 
reducing per capita municipal and industrial water use 13.5% by 2030  
(equivalent 2035 metric TBD, based on input from the State)

Yes (New section under 
environment focused on natural 

resource conservation?)
No No

Reduce regional per capita VMT DRAFT: Reduce 10% by 2035 Yes (Transportation Element) Yes Yes

Reduce greenhouse gas emissions DRAFT: Reduce per capita greenhouse gas emissions from the 
transportation sector 60% by 2035 - consistent with Colorado Climate 
Action Plan goal of reducing total emissions 20% below 2005 levels by 2020 Yes (Transportation Element) Yes Yes

Reduce fossil fuel consumption No unique goal proposed; closely linked to and adequately addressed by 
greenhouse gas emissions goal and resultant policies/strategies No No No

Focus on outcomes using performance measures No No No
Focus on long term costs and benefits No No Yes

3. Related Policy/Strategy Updates
Areas to be explored by proposed MVIC/MDWG higlighted in green1. Sustainability Concepts 

Board identified Oct 21
Incorporate language into Metro Vision 

2. Related Goals (Measurable) 
Board identified Nov 18, as amended by MVIC Feb 3

Incorporate language into Metro Vision and RTP



 

 

Figure 1 
Preliminary Schedule of MVIC Sustainability Actions  -  March through August 2010 

(February 22, 2010) 
 
March 3, 2010 

• Background information – Initial focus on sustainability actions affecting TIP 
Policies 

• Action Topic #1 – TIP Policy recommendations related to Goal/Concept A 
(Increase rate of construction of transit, pedestrian, and bicycle facilities) 

• Action Topic #2 – TIP Policy recommendations related to Goal/Concept B 
(Reduce the percent of trips by single occupant vehicle (SOV) 

• Action Topic #3 – Start discussion (see below) 
 
April  7, 2010 

• Action Topic #3 – TIP Policy recommendations related to Goal/Concept C 
(Increase share of new housing and employment in Urban Centers) and other 
Metro Vision Implementation criteria 

• Action Topic #4 – TIP Policy recommendations related to Goal/Concept N 
(Reduce per capita transportation greenhouse gas emissions) 

• Summarize and consolidate recommendations for TIP Policy Action Topics #1 - #4 
 
May 5, 2010 

• Action Topic #5 – 2035  MVRTP Policy recommendations related directly to Goal/Concept M 
(Reduce VMT per capita) 

• Action Topic #6 – Metro Vision recommendations related to Concept C 
(Increase share of new housing and employment in Urban Centers) 

 
June 2, 2010 

• Action Topic #7 – Metro Vision recommendations related to Concept G 
(Integrate land use and transportation planning and expand senior friendly 
development section to cover broader urban form and design) 

 
July 7, 2010 

• Action Topic #8 – Metro Vision recommendations related to Goal/Concept L 
(Promote efficient use of natural resources) 

 
August 4, 2010 

• Action Topic #9 - RTP and Metro Vision Transportation Element recommendations 
for all applicable sustainability concepts and goals, in relation to previous TIP and 
Metro Vision recommendations 

• Summarization of all actions and recommendations 
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