SUSTAINABLE TRANSPORT AND
QUALITY OF LIFE




There will be more than 2 billion
additional inhabitants in urban areas over
the next 40 years.




Every citizen knows what his ideal home
would be.

It Is not the case for his ideal city.




American Indians were flabbergasted

when asked if they would sell their
land







Different from roads, public pedestrian

space IS hot a means...it iIs an end In
itself. It yields happiness.




Happiness is difficult to define; impossible

to measure. Yet it Is the only real
objective.
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What Is a good city?




The wonderful Danish urbanist Jan Gehl
says a good city Is one where we want to
be out in public space.




%H\RQG VXUYLYDO QHHG
QHHGV

7R ZDON

7R EH ZLWK SHRSOH

7R KDYH FRQWDFW ZLW
7R SOD\ ' +202 /8'(16
1RW WR IHHO LQIHULRU







A city that is good for children, the elderly,
the handicapped, the poor, is good for
everybody else.







Tell a 3 year old: “Watch out! A car!” And the
child will jump In terror.







A city friendly to people, or a city friendly to

cars”?

There are conflicts.




High velocity urban roads are like fences in
a Cow pasture.













Many years ago Denver demolished

elevated highways which did damage
to its quality of life.




A measure for anything to be done in a

City:

Does IT make the city more, or less
pleasant to walk?




Cars are extremely recent in human
history
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In 200 years will they say: How could
people live in those horrible 2010 cities?




The 20th Century will be remembered as a
disastrous one in urban history.













ALAMEDA EL PORVENIR


































EL PORVENIR PROMENADE




ALAMEDA EL PORVENIR




Where JICA proposed an 8 lane highway,
we created a 30 kilometer greenway.




CICLOVIAS EN BOGOTA




JUAN AMARILLO GREENWAY
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JUAN AMARILLO GREENWAY







Such pedestrian-and-bicycle “highways”
are not just for the poor...







How would your quality of life improve with

a 100 mile pedestrian-and-bicycle-only
promenade network you could enter a
few blocks from your home?










Quality sidewalks are the most important

element of a democratic city’s
Infrastructure.










We require “environmental impact

studies”. We should also require “human
Impact studies”


































People v.s Cars




Sidewalks are relatives of parks, not of
streets.




| was almost impeached










PUBLIC SPACE










Should sidewalks continue at grade at ALL
non major intersections?













When shopping malls replace public

pedestrian space as the place to see and
meet people, it Is a symptom that a city Is
.



















Waterfronts and Equality

Waterfronts provide so much joy and are
such a unique gift of God, In a democracy
they should never be private and exclusive







Recuperando el Sena para los peatones— Dia Sin Carro s




Recuperando el Sena- La playa de Paris




Recuperando el Sena- La playa de Paris
















Portland




Toronto










Battery Park, Nueva York













Pedestrian spaces are a magical good,

whose capacity to yield happiness does
not wear away.




Transport Is a peculiar problem.




Trying to solve traffic jams with more

roads of bigger roads is like trying to put
out a fire with gasoline.




Despite giant
highways, Atlanta

has more traffic
jJams every year.







Denver streets will have growing
congestion regardless or road sizes.




Investments In

Infrastructure
can be
regressive.




There I1s not a “natural” level of car
use in a city.

It IS Government which determines,
explicitly or implicitly, how much will
the car be used.




If there was more space for cars in
New York or London, there would be
more cars.

If there was less space for cars, there
would be less cars.







How should a good city distribute road

space between pedestrians, bicycles,
public transport and cars?







Density Is the most important element

of good transport, regardless of
whether we use trains, buses, taxis,
bicycles or walk.




What attracts people to suburbs?




Suburbs are not friendly to
youngsters without cars; or to the
elderly.

Suburbs look pretty but are lonely
and a bit boring.










Pedestrian promenades, wide

sidewalks, protected bicycle ways
and parks are a sort of vaccine
against suburbanization.




Perhaps we should not use the word

“density” because it means
something different to every person.








































Everywhere cars are status symbols,
but much more so in developing

countries, where they are a
certificate of belonging to a different
class.




Whenever people use public

transport, it is rarely out of love for
the environment.




Many possible means to restrict car

usSe.

London congestion charge, parking
restrictions, gas taxes...




Bogota: Tag number based restrictions

« Peak hour and Tag » (« Pico y Placa »)

93% population support







If each citizen has as much right to
road space, a cyclist has as much

right as a car user. A bus with 40
passengers has a right to 40 times
more space than a car with one.




At least cars should be charged

much more for car use...in order to
subsidize an ever better and cheaper
public transport.




The street can become a park (and a

symbol showing that people are
more important than cars).










Bogotad : REFERENDUM

In a referendum in October 2000, nearly
64% of voters approved establishing a car
free the first Thursday of February every

year.




CAR FREE DAY




Bogotad : REFERENDUM

Citizens also voted on a proposals to ban all
car use, every day during peak hours,
beginning 2015. We missed it by less than a
percentage point.




A city that Is safe and friendly to

pedestrians and bicycles almost
certainly Is a good city.
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Bogota: BIKE PATHS













A city reflects its society’s values. But it
also shapes those values.




A citizen in a US $ 30 dollar bicycle is
equally important as one in a US $
30,000 carr.
















Are quality sidewalks and protected
bicycle ways just cute architectural
features?

Or are they a right?







Wherever there Is space for curbside
parking there Is space for wider

sidewalks and bicycle ways...It Is not a
technical matter, but an issue of political

decision.







Parking is not a constitutional right in
any country.
















TRANSPORT

Upper income citizens In developing

countries demand subways, but they
rarely have the intention of using them.




TRANSPORT

Rail systems were completely out of

our reach. Particularly if we wanted to
reach all sectors of the city in a couple
of decades...




TRANSMILENIO




BRTs are a symbol showing that
public good prevalls over private
Interest.

They are politically difficult: They
take space away from cars.




TRANSMILENIO



















Where “there Is no space for bus lanes”
IS where they are most needed.







CICLOVIAS
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TRANSMILENIO
















BRT in Colfax?




In terms of transport, a good city Is not

one with great highways but rather one
where a child in a bicycle can go

safely everywhere.




