Denver Regional
Active Transportation Plan

Regional Transportation Committee, December 16, 2025 DNl W W
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Active Transportation Plan

The Active Transportation Plan envisions a
region where all people living, working and
visiting have access to safe and
comfortable places to walk, bike and roll.

The plan establishes a regional active
transportation network that is complete,
connected and comprehensive, and
recommends actions for DRCOG and its
partners to extend access to active
transportation through policy, programs,
guidance and encouragement.
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Planning process

 Active Transportation Advisory
Group:
« Eight committee meetings.
* Two surveys.
* Three network review periods.

* Public engagement:
* Five focus groups.
 Office hours.
» Bike to Work Day events.

 Community Advisory Group.
AHdreog




Planning process

* Network development.

* Technical analysis.
« Stakeholder feedback.

 Plan recommendations.
« DRCOG staff workshop and feedback.
 Peer MPO research.

* Resource guides.
* National and local best practices.
« Stakeholder and public input.




Plan development timeline

Summer 2024 Fall 2024 Winter 2025 Spring 2025 Summer 2025
Project kick-off; Stakeholder Sidewalk and Plan production Public
initial public and engagement; Bicycle+ engagement,
stakeholder network guidance; draft plan review
engagement development stakeholder
methods consultation
Plan themes Draft Short Trip Draft Regional Draft Sidewalk Draft Active
and goals L Opportunity L Active L Delivery Guide ™ Transportation
Zones and Transportation and Bicycle+ Plan
Pedestrian Corridors Program Guide
Focus Areas

Fall 2025

RTC and Board
adoption

Final Active
Transportation
Plan
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Recommended actions

1. Develop a regionwide gaps analysis for the walking and
bicycling network.

2. Expand DRCOG's capacity to support our member
governments’ multimodal planning, design and evaluation
work.

3. Support land use and development initiatives that advance
active transportation and mode shift for short trips.

4. Update the Transportation Improvement Program Policy to
iInclude minimum active transportation facility standards
and guidance that builds on the Regional Complete Streets
Toolkit.
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Recommended actions

5. Develop and implement a Regional Active Transportation
Counts Strategic Plan to benchmark active transportation
activity.

6. Expand benchmarking of active transportation safety
trends to achieve DRCOG’s Vision Zero goal.

/. Explore alternative funding strategies to raise funds for and
support completion of the regionwide active transportation
network.

8. Leverage the regional active transportation network to
support operational activities at the local level.

OVERHMENTS
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Recommended actions

9. Support and expand bicycling and walking promotion and
encouragement programs.

10.Update performance measures for active transportation
progress that DRCOG supports.




ewalk Delivery Guide

. Designing accessible, inviting
walking spaces

2. Delivering sidewalks: challenges
and solutions

3. Seeking durable and adequate
funding

4. Evaluating performance

Delivery Guide

October 2025
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> Designng fo aosssie, intig walki

Design needs of blind and low-vision users

An estimated one milllon people in the United States are legally bind, and a further seven
millon people have a vision impairmen (CDC, Vision and Eye Health, 2024). Biindness
comes in many forms—most biind people do not have complete vision loss. Figure 8
ilustrates blindness, rangii to genetic
o neuroogical conditons tat mpact a person' aoiey b 560 and discer I, color, hapes,
movement and contrast. Another 12 millon people i the U S. are estimated (o be colorbiind
Pedestrians are charged with quickly receiving and decoding a number of competing signs
and cues in ‘and efficently. Fo

vision, these cues may be unavailable and require non-visual supplement

Roadway edge.
Figurs 7 Visualcues fo pedestians a a typcal uban crosswalk

As shown in Figure relatve position and o quiky
et s [ ot v Sl phese wal S o, renny oo
street

Sidewalk Deivery Gide > Delerin sidewaks: halenges and soltions

e planning process for the development of s e included two ke ouputs

+ Sidew: y: Distributed 1o DRCOG

alk
challenges o sdewalk consirucion n
+ Sidewalk Delivery Case Studies: The

the region
e case studies, f

m both within the region and

the key

ese case rom
natiorwide, help provide ideas and solutions for how to implement sidewalks in the region.
Both outputs include their own reports and are included as an appendix forfurther

information.
As part of the Sidewialk D

was developed to gain insights

including a range of urban, suburbar

from member agencies o he challerges
practices in sidewalk delivery across the Denver regio
i and smaller mumclpn\mes provi

process, a Sidewalk D

esponses from 27 jurisdictions,

, srategies and best

Rising material and labor costs

Over the past decade, consiruction costs have risen across the U.S. and the state—accordin
the unit cost

of concrete pavement nearly trpled from 2019 through 2024, and other common construction

materials grew by as much as 50% (as shown in Figure 24). During engagement with member

governments, DRCOG staff found that member governments in the Denver region assume
at 2 &-foot wide sidewalk costs $2.5 — 3 millon per mile to construct, including planning

and design work_Among Denver region govermments, the most frequentl cited challenge:

in sidewalk delivery i the rising cost of materials such as concrete, steel and asphalt
fationary have led to . forcing

understanding of the current state of pedestrian inrasiructure planning, funding, construction
and maintenance. The survey focused on collecting data related to funding sources,

construction

sidewalk delivery.
Delivering and

across the DRCOG

increzsingy diffcuk e o2 vaety m«mm\ logistcal and staffing challenges. sWey

resporses

Diabstic retinopathy Cortical/Cerebral Visual
typcaly mokes seeng Impai

ek g o e ke oo Rk s wicly
i chvison, ‘and may include "double-
orcuen coorindncss,  won- rabify o see
degrading the abilty to movement, or o recogrize
clearly see and interpret the  faces or objects.
street environment

Glaucoma can cause
blurred or tunnel vision, eye
in or headaches for those

- =
Macular degeneration
results in the loss of the
central vision fiel, reduoed i
tvision, and st experiencing it Pedestrians

s can appest wawy. with glaucoma have reduced
igns and markings are visualfield and abiity to
more diffcul o distinguish,

"o posibon of he (ree pase s face o deerine th sgnalphase (0, rather
than looking for the green bal, they may look for the bottom ballto be ). High corirasts,
limited sign clutter, and audible or tactie cues all support and supplement visual indications.

Figures

ror the region highiight
imely and cost-effective sidewalk construction and maintenance.

Cataracts cause cloudy
*spots" in viewfield, light
sensitivity, poor low-light
vision, double-vision, and
glare or halos Especially
in low-light or over ighted
condiions, users may
struggle to distinguish or
interpret signs or hazards.

Achromatopsia:
ncompasses color
biindness and sensitivity
to or discomfort with bright
light Street lights and traffic
sigals may ppear bown

e positional
ot o drentate

the Bind

or

expansion.
costs as amajor o
compme plamed prjects wiin exiing bgets

with
" leding b creased [ and pm‘ed ‘expenses.
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ih oth

. utizing
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icycle+ Program Guide
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Biycle+ Program Guide > troiction

. Emerging mobility trends.
. Fit with national and local guidance.
Design controls for emerging modes.

What is ‘Bicycle+'?

For the purpose of this guide, “Bicycle+” refers to small, lightweight, low-speed human- and

e pomeredvence iy aperoing beeen 38 i p ot e gty
e e

lanes, separated bicycle lanes, and in mixed traffc.

In this guide, “Bicycle+” or “micromobiity” excludes wheelchairs (manualy-powered or

‘motorized), which operate more commonly akin to pedestrian than bicyclsts. This does not

pr users from using d users may prefer
but d bicyclsts,

scooter rders, and people using wheelchairs.

P , or may be part of a“shared
micromobilty” fieet available to the public for short-term rental.

Typical top speed

“Bicycle+” m “micromabiity,” and following

vehicle types:

Bicycles

* Traditional (pedal) bicycles.

 Electric-assist bicycles, or e-bikes (Class |, Il or Il

+ Adaptive cycles, including recumbent bicycles, hand-cycles and tricycles.
*+ Cargo bicycles and trcycles.

Scooters

 Kick scooters.

+ Standing electric scooters, or e-scooters.
+ Seated e-scooters.

Other

+ Motorized and non-motorized skateboards and longboards.
* Electric unicycles, or one wheels.

+ Hoverboards.

+ Seguays.

. Context-sensitive bicycle+ design.

. Focus on Regional Connector
Streets.

6. Strategies for shared-use path
comfort. = E—

/. Bicycle facility maintenance.
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Public comment period

drg July 31 — September 2, 2025:
‘ ' Included Plan and two resource guides.

ey - Y Project engagement website
(engage.drcog.org/atp).

il o thodtpan @ Email blasts (August 4 & August 18).

DRCOG's Active Transportation Plan is a guide for extending walking, bicycling and rolling to
veryone in the Denver region. DRCOG is developing this plan in collaboration with local Q Community and stakeholder
ners and stakeholders. engagement, phase 1

n
The dra s open for public comments from August 1 to September 1, 2025. While the Sumimer through:fall:2024 ®
comment period has ended, you can read the draft plan materials and submitted feedback
0 Plan development n
Winter through summer 2025

below. The final plan is slated for adoption in the late fall 2025.

Plan documents @ orateplan
August 2025

[ ]
Plan Summary: Draft Active Transportation Plan . ﬁ h
== Plan Summary of the draft Active Transportation Plan (7-30-2025). @ community and stakeholder I Ce O u rS "

82 comments received and addressed in
final plan.

AHdréog



Public comment highlights

* Enable seamless regional travel.
* Inform and drive funding decisions.

* Expand sidewalks and active
corridors for comfortable use.

» Strengthen alignment with local
plans.

fdrcog
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Plan implementation

Early 2026

« Support TIP Policy update.

 Commence regionwide gaps analysis.

* Develop active modes count strategic plan.
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Motion

Move to recommend that the Board of Directors adopt
the Active Transportation Plan.

,_ I We make life betier!
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Thank you!

Aaron Villere
Senior Active Transportation Planner
avillere@drcog.org | 303-480-5644

If you need digital accessibility assistance, submit a request
at drcog.org/access or call 303-455-1000. Please expect a
response within 72 hours (three business days).
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